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Richard Dana was born and raised in Northeast Ohio, the proud son 
of an Air Force veteran who taught him the values of hard work and 
commitment. A graduate of Ohio public schools, Richard worked 
nights and weekends to put himself through Ohio State University 
and Case Western Reserve University School of Law.  

Richard served Ashtabula and Geauga counties as a judicial clerk 
before teaching Justice Studies, Business Law, and Ethics at Kent 
State. His neighbors elected him to the Geneva Area City School 
Board where he’s helping to give our kids a brighter future and 
making sure all of them have an equal opportunity to succeed.  

Richard and his wife, Marianne, live in Austinburg, and her family 
owns the well-known restaurant Eddie’s Grill in Geneva-on-the-Lake, 
where you might find Richard serving up one of their world famous 
cheeseburgers, hot dogs with homemade chili and root beer.  

He’s running for State Representative to build on Rep. John Patterson’s legacy of putting 
partisanship aside and delivering results families can count on, like stronger schools and 
more good-paying jobs. No wonder Rep. John Patterson is supporting Richard to fill his 
shoes in the State House. Richard Dana for State Representative because every Ohio 
family should have every chance to get ahead. 

Schools and Communities First

"In Columbus, I’ll be your voice for stronger 
schools so that every Ohio child, regardless of 
zip code, has an equal chance at success and  
a brighter future."

– RICHARD DANA 
Democrat for State Representative
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The Dana Plan for Real Results

Richard’s plan for Columbus? Deliver real solutions for Geauga and Ashtabula families 
and get results for working folks. 

Prioritize public schools, 
guarantee fair, equitable school funding across zip 

codes, make universities and colleges more 

affordable, and invest in technical education. Ensure 

every Ohio student can access the kind of education 

that suits their individual needs and puts them on the 

path toward maximum success. 

Bring more good paying jobs  

to Ashtabula and Geauga counties, create more 

favorable conditions for small businesses to grow  

and thrive, and invest in job training programs to 

produce workforce ready employees. 

Protect access to affordable,  
quality health care  

protect patients with pre-existing conditions, make 

prescription drugs more affordable for every family, 

and stop making folks choose between medicine and 

groceries.  

Build on John Patterson’s legacy 

of protecting our precious natural resources and 

assets, like safeguarding Lake Erie and working with 

both parties to get results for the Northeastern Ohio 

economy and environment. 

Serious solutions for the opioid crisis 

by cracking down on drug traffickers and dealers,  

tougher sentences for selling to kids, and invest in 

providing rehab and treatment for anyone who wants a new start in life.
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Located in Northeast Ohio, 
District 99 encompasses 
Geauga and Ashtabula 
counties. The district is 
currently represented by 
termed out Democrat 
John Patterson, who has 
endorsed Richard to 

succeed him. Though the district voted Trump in '16, 
it's voted Democrat for President and State 
Representative in '08  and '12.  

Beyond past voting trends, Richard Dana has an 
advantage over Sarah Fowler, his likely Republican 
opponent.  Richard is a commonsense, no-nonsense 
moderate with a history of working across the aisle 
to deliver results, in the mold of long-time, highly-respected Democratic incumbent John 
Patterson, who was one of Richard’s first endorsers.  Richard’s ties to the district run far 
deeper than Fowler’s.  But perhaps the most striking contrast of all, Richard is a 100% 
backer of public education.  Fowler is public enemy #1 of public education and that 
disturbing fact is expected to be front and center in this debate.  Richard jump-started 
his campaign early, earned John Patterson’s endorsement, cleared the field, unified the 
party behind him, and successfully and aggressively raised funds and positioned himself 
to appeal equally to independents as well as pro-education and disaffected Republicans 
for the soon-to-be open state house seat.  

Fowler doesn’t fit the district. 

Press reports uncovered that Fowler was home-schooled and is skeptical of public 
education.  It’s views like Fowler’s that have led to the budget issues with Ohio public 
schools that have hurt students.  In fact, Fowler let it be known in a prior campaign 
interview that she views the state’s role in education as limited.
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Dana Fits the District Like a Glove
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Dana’s Path to Victory

Discipline and fundraising  

By combining an early campaign launch and a diverse and 
robust network of individual and business donors, Richard 
has shown successful early fundraising figures and a winning 
campaign organization, making him a very viable candidate. 
He will continue his fundraising momentum to reach his goals 
and ensure he has the requisite resources needed to organize, 
communicate and win a successful campaign. 

Laser focus on independents  
and disillusioned Republicans  

Using his background as an elected school board member, 
the son of a veteran, and his focus on bread-and-butter 
issues, Richard will target Independents and persuade 
disillusioned Republicans who may be scared off by Fowler’s 
fringe anti-public education stances that endanger our 
children and their futures. 

A clear and unified Democratic Party  

Due in large part to the strong launch of his campaign, 
Richard has cleared the field and is running as the only 
Democrat in the primary. The Democrats, including the 
incumbent representative, John Patterson, have unified 
behind Richard.  That frees up Richard to focus on crafting a 
winning general election message that appeals to 
Republicans and Independents from day one.  

Bringing in a winning team 

BaughmanMerrill is fully committed to using its vast wealth of 
relevant experience to get Richard elected to the Ohio State 
House of Representatives. BaughmanMerrill has a long 
standing record of success in Ohio at every level, including 
House. We helped take back the Democratic House majority 
in 2008, and won legislative races in Trump districts and 
purple districts in 2018. Our past clients in Ohio include Jack Cera, Casey Weinstein, 
Jessica Miranda, Phil Robinson, and House Minority Leader Emilia Sykes. This kind of race 
is right in BaughmanMerrill’s wheelhouse because Richard fits the district like a glove.  
Richard is the right Democrat to build on John Patterson’s bipartisan success.
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Join Richard’s Team

Every dollar helps! Join Richard’s team and make a contribution online at 

secure.actblue.com/donate/danaforhouse 

or mail your contribution to: Nancy Patterson, Treasurer 
Dana For Ohio, 1461 Ravinewood Dr., Austinburg Ohio  44010
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